
On March 1, the South Florida Water
Management District and the Florida
Department of Environmental
Protection released a comprehensive
update detailing a year of scientific,
engineering and restoration work to
improve the environmental quality
of America's Everglades and the
entire South Florida ecosystem. The

2008 South Florida Environmental Report
is available online at www.sfwmd.gov/sfer

HEADQUARTERS
� West Palm Beach

(561) 686-8800 or
(800) 432-2045 (Florida Only)

SERVICE CENTERS
� Big Cypress Basin/Naples

(239) 263-7615
� Broward

(954) 713-3200
� Florida Keys (Plantation Key)

(305) 853-3219 or (800) 464-5067

� Lower West Coast (office in Fort Myers)
(239) 338-2929 or (800) 248-1201

� Martin/St. Lucie
(772) 223-2600 or (800) 250-4100

� Miami-Dade
(305) 377-7274 or (800) 250-4300

� Okeechobee
(863) 462-5260 or (800) 250-4200

� Orlando
(407) 858-6100 or (800) 250-4250

� Palm Beach County
(561) 682-2283

Service Centers: Your Direct Link
The South Florida Water Management District’s nine Service Centers are the critical links
between the regional agency – headquartered in West Palm Beach – and the local
communities we serve throughout our 16-county jurisdiction.

NEW REPORT DETAILS WATER
QUALITY IMPROVEMENT,
RESTORATION PROGRESS

Water Restrictions Remain in Effect
Rainfall in 2006 and 2007 was more than 20 inches below normal. This year,
the rainfall we’ve received is not enough to restore the impact of our
cumulative rainfall deficits – no matter how full a canal or lake may appear as
a result of spring rains. Because rainfall is our primary source of drinking
water, mandatory water use restrictions remain in effect throughout South
Florida. For specific water restrictions in your area and other helpful water
conservation tips, visit www.savewaterfl.com or call our Water Shortage
Hotline at (800) 662-8876.

2%
Phosphorus or Less is Bes

t.

What YOU can do
to HELP keep our
waterways CLEAN

Think about how many people live in South Florida and the
household habits that may contribute pollution to the region’s
stormwater. What do you think rainwater collects as it rolls
across lawns, parking lots and roads before draining into
stormwater systems like swales, ponds, lakes or canals? Living
close to the Everglades requires everyone to be a wise water
resource manager. Here are just a few easy tips to help do your
part to help protect water quality:

• Reduce the use of fertilizers. Apply fertilizers
properly, only in amounts needed.

• When choosing a fertilizer, select one that contains
2% or less phosphorus.

• Use compost as an alternative to fertilizer.

• Choose vegetation that is resistant to pests.

• Use groundcovers or mulch to eliminate bare ground.

• Do not water or irrigate paved areas.

• Maintain your septic systems.

• Reduce or eliminate use of hazardous chemicals.
Use safe alternatives.
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